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Friday, Jan. 21, 1950
Dear lMamma,

When you galled last nig t we had a guest, A former Dartmouth
roommate of William, so I was sort of confused, and the fact
that the line kept dimming out didn't help, either. Sut here
I am this morning , fresh and no more gonfused than usual, ex-
cept that Laurence has just gotten to bed after a slightly
stormy session. Gracious, but he is ornery at lunchtime! It
takes every lota of patience I have to keeping from turning him
over my knee and spanking him at these times. I didn't.

On Monday I had to go to a luncheon alt the Colomblan Embassgy
which cut into my day from noon till five in the afterncon. But
it was interesting, just the same. However, since I had been '
taking care of the boy while he was sick the week before, I had
a lot of asccumulated work to do, which I had to eram into Tuesday,
because on wWwedneasday I had azreed to go t0 school with laurence
in the moming. I was trying to eee why he didn't llke his se¢lool,
but I8m still none the W ser. I told the teacher about hils asthma,
and she agreed to keep her eyes open to see 1f she could see what
was eating him, sinceasthma 1s supposed to have an emotional
basis. Mrs., ward says she has asthma too, and always has an attack
after one or the other of her sons has stayed out without tellling
her, or something like that. I told her ghe didn't seem to like
colering pletures, so since then she hasn't made him color the
pictures when the other ¢éilldren do. Bub I still can't figure out
what his problem gould have been., She saye he has been much more

copperative and playful recently than when he first started out.
He's been hetter at home, toco.

_ Yesterday * did some more house~cleaning in the moznina; and
ot noon Willlam'caldd me to askf Iif he could bring this room=
mate of his houe for dinned, so I scurried around making spag-
hetti and tomato saume and salad for the occasion. Dick Muzzpy
was his name, and he is in the cand{lbuainssa in Boston, as was
his fat er before him. He has recenily married after being a hold-
out for fifteen years enii having been given up by all and sundpyy
as a permenent bachelor, He was down here only for the day, 80
although I am going to have people in on 3zturday also, 1 ﬁhough&
we had bett r ask him out. By the way, he says he buys wanilla
from none other HA@NRufine Cagigal, my o0ld friend from Mexlco ad
Fhiladelphial

As I hope you were able to hear, (I could barely hear your
volce part of the time) I have asked Virginia and Bain and their
house guést out to supper on Satuday the 28th, This I did since

we owe Virginia for one didnner and one cockitall party, and alw
since I wanted to have something to occupy me the day after William
leaves. L&kewise, I thought that you could then be drive to Tren-
gon on a Sunday moming, and arrive here the afternoon, and then
you wouldn't have to leave so soon as if you arrived on an earlier
day. However, if you think you could make it on 3aturday, 80 much
the better- only since Iod be having this aprty, I wouldn't be

able %0 give you my full attentlion because o preparing supierl.
However, 1t's all up to you and Jimmy, 8o ¢cne whenever you are
able. The bed is always mede and ready for you, 8o Just call from

Union Station when youarrive. Lowe,
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